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WhAT youTh sAy Works 

Most importantly, we can turn to CSEC survivors for compelling information regarding what has and 

has not worked in their lives. The following is a list of interventions and interactions that youth had with 

various allies. The youth remember these people and experiences as being meaningful and effective when 

they were struggling with leaving the commercial sex industry. In answer to the question, “What kind of 

support helped you when you were in ‘the life’ and struggling to exit?” youth said:

 ■ “I could talk to my counselor without nobody calling me names.” 

 ■ “I could tell them how I feel for the day, what my goals are and what I want to achieve, and they’ll help 

me achieve it.” 

 ■ “The cop told my judge that I needed somewhere to go to be away from him [my pimp] instead of 

getting locked up.”

 ■ “When I was beat up in the hospital, the nurse gave me a hug for a really long time. It was the first time 

in a long time that someone had been kind to me.”

 ■ “He [the judge] acted mad interested in my life. So now, even if I have a good court report I go anyway, 

just so he can see I ’m doing good.” 

 ■ “My counselor is like my second best friend. Without her, I don ’t think I ’d be doing what I ’m doing 

right now—going to school, getting ready to get a job, and trying to work it out with my family, which 

is not easy right now.” 

 ■ “He [my lawyer] helped me clear up my record from my charges. Now I can get into the housing 

program I want to live in with my daughter.” 

 ■ “A space [a youth program] where I can be myself. I don’t have to impress anybody. I don’t have to act 

different in front of nobody because it’s like they don ’t judge me on things that I do or things that I’ve 

done in the past.” 

 ■ “She [a cop] treated me like I was a real person. She even used to call me on weekends just to check on 

me and make sure I was doing good.” 

 ■ “They [the youth program] have showed me what my talents are. My favorite is poetry.” 

 ■ “I feel good that when I come in I could get a hug, something that I can get from my counselor that I 

can’t get from my own mother.” 

Appendix A notes:
1. CENTER FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN ET AL., BUILDING CHILD WELFARE RESPONSE TO CHILD TRAFFICKING HANDBOOK 39-40 (2011), available at 

http://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/chrc/pdfs/BCWRHandbook2011.pdf.
2. RACHEL LLOYD & AMALLIA ORMAN, GIRLS EDUCATION AND MENTORING SERVICES (GEMS), TRAINING MANUAL ON THE COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF 

CHILDREN (CSEC) HANDOUT 4.3 (2010).
3. CENTER FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN ET AL., supra note 1, at 44.
4. OREGON DEP’T. OF HUMAN SERV., CHILD WELFARE PRACTICES FOR CASES WITH CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 156-57 (2010), available at http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/

publications/child-welfare-practices-abuse.pdf.
5. Id. at 157-58.
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